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ORBITAL CONNECTOR, a new public sculpture by
HERA, was dedicated in Chinatown on Monday
June 26th. It was a joyous celebration with city offi-
cizls and community leaders, which featured Chinese
znd Flamenco dancers, music and a fiesta. Council-
woman Miriam Friedlander heartily welcomed
ORBITAL CONNECTOR to lower Manhattan, while
John Wang of the Chinatown Planning Council de-
scribed ORBITAL CONNECTOR as “symbotlic of
our hopes for the democratic movement in China”.
Hearing their comments and seeing the delight of the
s=sidents on the dedication day made the years of
t=nants’ meetings, community board and govern-
mental approvals and innumerable fund-raising activ-
ities worth the effort.

Designed specifically for Governor Smith Houses and
zpproved by the Tenants Council and Community
Board 3, ORBITAL CONNECTOR celebrates the
t=nants’ multi-ethnic roots (39% Hispanic, 31% Chi-
asse, 15% White, 15% Black) and emphasizes the
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community of their experience.

The great circle route that connects China, the Carib-
bean, and Governor Smith Houses is indicated by an
arrow pointing northwest. This 41-foot galvanized
steel arrow passes through a sphere of six orbital rings,
9-feet in diameter. Each of the orbital rings uses open
work letters to spell out the names of the tenants’
places of origin, symbolizing their travels to this
country.

The arrowlike form of ORBITAL CONNECTOR was
stimulated by and is harmonic with its strongly rec-
tangular site...the 58X 144’ grassy southeastern
section of the central mall. London Plane trees con-
verge to the northwest to frame McKim, Mead &
White’s landmark Municipal Building topped by the
golden figure of “Civic Virtue”. The ORBITAL CON-
NECTOR’S trajectory is northwest, up through the
trees and over “Civic Virture”, from Chinatown in
Manhattan to China, traversing the Caribbean in its
imaginary orbital path back around the earth to

1—FHR. 1—Detail.
2—[XmE. 2—Blueline print.
=42 3—General view.
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Governor Smith Houses.
The site is landscaped as an integral part of the design
with an earth berm, beds of mahonia, azalea and coto-
neaster, and surrounding screens of mountain laurel
and hemlock. The aesthetic form of the sculpture, its
concept, and its garden all invite the involvement of
the viewers, drawing them around its open sphere as
they mark and celebrate their origins and those of
their neighbors. The ORBITAL CONNECTOR is
truely a celebration of the concept of connectedness
worldwide which the multi-ethnic roots of the tenants
of Governor Smith Houses and New York City sym-
bolize.
In addition to being popular, ORBITAL CONNEC-
TOR is rare example of fine art in public housing. The
New York City Housing Authority, the Department
of Cultural Affairs of New Youk City, local businesses
and private donations, mostly from the Chinese com-
munity, are providing funding for the sculpture. B
New York City Housing Authority
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