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NIAGARA-KNOSSOS-CARRANZA CONNECTOR —Artpark, Lewiston, New York, USA /1982

Hera

41#8. Exterior view.

AVEO—4 >, Drawing for film. AViO—1>2  Drawing for film.

110 a+u 8310 PIAB.  Interior view.
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B, Aerial view.

“Welcome aboard the Niagara-Kmnossos-Carranza
Conmnector. . . My names is Hera, I will be your pilot
on a non-stop orbit of planet Earth, departing from
Artpark on the banks of the Niggara River, and cir-
cling Earth in a northeasterly direction. We will pass
over Knossos in Crete and the volcano of Colima near
Carranza, Mexico in our great circle route back to
Niagara Falls and Artpark.”

This quote was taken from the first segment of the
voice-over for the 10 minute film loop of Earth orbit
which was installed in the projection area of the
arrowhead of the Connector. I created the film from
nine 3’ X 5" watercolors which I painted depicting
my vision of Earth orbit, traveling in a northeasterly
direction from Artpark.

The Niagara-Knossos-Carranza Connector was a
101" diameter compass with a 62’ long constructed
arrow which the public entered for a conceptual
journey around the Earth. It was my intention that
the Connector stimulate world awareness ..a bro-
ader view of environment. Instead of viewing Art-
park and the Niagara as an insular situation, to be
interacted with as a microcosm, I chose to view it as
a staging platform for global sensitivity.

Each of the locations named in the title is the site
of a park in which nature or humanity has created a
spectacular and dramatic environment.
NIAGARA: the Falls, which were originally located
at the escarpment which borders Artpark.

KNOSSOS: the Labyrinth, astonishing as Niagara

Infomation card.

Falls in the cultural contrasts which it presents to our
contemporary society; constructed by a thriving pre-
historic culiure, a woman-vled, non-violent, economic
world power. :
CARRANZA: the Volecano of Colima, overwhelming
the Falls in the natural power it encompasses; 13000
high, active as recently as 1965, symbolizing for me the
heat of the sublimated emotions of the Mexican people.
The compass arrow was made of wood and steel,
solidly anchored in concrete footings, with an in-
clined, covered passageway leading to the interior
of the arrowhead. It was encircled by the compass
dial which was delineated by white marble chips
laid in a circle incised in the ground. As people
entered the arrowshaft, they had the sensation of
going on a journey. The shaft had the quality of a
temporary walkway used in an airport construction
zone, as well as the quality of a boarding ramp. The
13° slope of the ramp gave those who entered a sense
of transition. Inside the arrowhead, space expanded
to North and East vistas of Artpark through win-
dows which extended around the perimeter of the
arrow. The orbital film loop was on constant replay
in the projection area of the arrowhead. The physical
participation of the viewers by their entry and
ascent into the Connector was designed to create a
vital and lasting response to the concept of global
connectedness which the film presented.
—excerpt from the Artpark *82 catalog
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